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THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR, JESUS CHRIST

Come, receive the light from the unwaning light,
and glorify Christ Who is risen from the dead,
trampling death by death,
and bestowing life on those in the graves.
Orthodox Resurrection hymn
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Yesterday | was crucified with Christ;
Today | am glorified with Him.
Yesterday | died with Him,
Today | am made alive with Him.
Yesterday | was buried with Him,
Today | am raised with Him.
Let us become like Christ,
Since Christ became like us.
Let us become divine for His sake,
Since for us He became man.
He assumed the worse,

That He might give us the better.
He became poor, that by His poverty
We might become rich.

He accepted the form of a servant,
That we might win back our freedom,

He came down that we might be
lifted up.
He was tempted, that through Him
We might conquer.
He was dishonored, that He might
glorify us.

He died, that He might save us.
He ascended, that He might draw to
Himself us,

Who lie prostrate, having fallen into
sin.

Let us give all, offer all, to Him who
gave Himself;

A ransom and reconciliation for us.

A poem by St. Gregory the Theologian




XPUCTOC BOCKPECE! BOUCTUHY BOCKPECE!
“CHRIST IS RISEN!" “INDEED HE IS RISEN!”

MESSAGE FROM THE RECTOR OF OUR PARISH FATHER LUBOMIR

It is the Day of Resurrection let us be radiant O yea people, Pascha, the Lord’s Pascha; for from
death to life, and from earth to heaven Christ God hath brought us as we sing the song of victory.

With the God’s Grace, we are again able to celebrate the most important Christian Holiday of all
the Holidays and the most Glorious Celebration of all the Bright Resurrection of Jesus Christ —
Holy Pascha!

From the bottom of our hearts Rector Fr. Lubomir, Church Council, Church Sisterhood,
Church Choir and all parishioners of St. Vladimir Church in Houston greet all the people with the
extraordinary and outmost glorious greetings:

« CHRIST IS RISEN »
We do invite you all in this Holy Night to be « Merry in God's fashion » because « Christ is Risen
and it is an everlasting joy »!
Bockpecenus geHb, npocBeTuMcs nogue... NMacxa NocnogHs, Macxa! OT cmepT 60 K XK1U3HK, 1 OT
3emnu k Hebecu Xpuctoc bor, Hac npeseae NnobeHy0 NOKOLbIS.

Boxuelr MMMOCTUIO BHOBb CMOAOGUMNUCL Mbl OOXWMTb [0 Mpa3dHOBaHUS Benuyanliero wu
PafoOCTHENLLEro XPUCTMAHCKOro NpasgHuKa — Npas3AHMKOB NpasaHMKa U TOPXKeCTBa TOPXKECTB,

CseTtnoro BockpeceHusa Xpuctosa — Ceatou [Nacxu!

C nobosuto HacTosTenb 0. Jllobomnp, LEPKOBHO-MPUXOLACKON KOMUTET, XOP, CECTPUYECTBO
Xpama u Bce npuxoxaHe Cs. Bnagumupckon Pycckon NpaBocnasHon Llepkeu B XblOCTOHE, LUMOT
BCEM JIOASAM CBOW UCMOJSTHEHHbIM 6narogaTtHOWM CUnbl, BEYHO PadoCTHbIM NacxarnbHbIA NPUBET,

« Xpuctoc Bockpece »
N npurnawatrT BCEX B 3Ty CBATYK HOuYb, «Becenutbca boxecTBeHHe,» «Xpuctoc 60 BocTa —
Becenne Be4Hoe»
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The Holy Week

The week before Pascha in the Orthodox Church, called Great and Holy Week, is set apart in the
ecclesiastical year, so that we might stop and change our pace, meditate upon and relive the last
week in our Lord's life which opened the doors of paradise. The events are presented as a drama
bringing us to identify ourselves with them and elevate us in an all-embracing movement upward to
God. As we relive the annual drama, we receive its benefits and allow the events to transform us
into renewed Christians. We fully participate in the services as if actually entering God's Kingdom
with hearts filled with faith, minds open to revelation, and a will of concern for spiritual ascent. The
scenes take place in Jerusalem. The participants are real. The events, though historical, occur in
the present. The laity responds to what it sees and hears.

Saturday of Lazarus

- = The first scene is the Saturday before Palm Sunday and is called the
' Saturday of Lazarus. It is the day in which Jesus raises Lazarus from
the dead. Jesus responds to the sisters of Lazarus, who are lamenting

| the death of their brother. Jesus is greatly moved.

As Jesus exhibited His divinity in His transfiguration, He exhibited that
He is also fully human in His weeping. We stand at Lazarus' grave and
behold this miracle of the giving of life, by the giver of life, and
acknowledge him as true God, He who became man to save our souls

and grant us new Ilfe The raising of Lazarus from the dead causes us and many others to believe
in him as the long-awaited Messiah.

Palm Sunday

The day after this glorious event, Palm Sunday, Christ's kingdom on Earth begins. We gather to
welcome and recognize Christ's divinity proclaiming him king and master of our lives. We receive

palms as tokens of this proclamation. We pray to God to help us make a meaningful ascetic effort
for the entire week, for by having acknowledged His kingdom, we might truly become a part of it.

Holy Monday and Holy Tuesday
During Holy Week, the Matins Service of the forthcoming day is celebrated the evening before. On
Palm Sunday evening, we perform the Matins of Monday morning and thus relive the events of
Monday. The evenings of Palm Sunday, Holy Monday and Holy Tuesday share a common theme




and are devoted to the Nymphios Service, or the Service of the Bridegroom. Its reference is to the
Parable of the Ten Virgins (Matt. 26:1-13), which calls for preparedness at the Second Coming, for
the "thief comes in the middle of the night." This theme is reflected in the following hymn which is
chanted each night.

"Brethren, let us greet the Bridegroom with love, trimming our lamps so that we reflect virtue and
true faith. So shall we be ready, like the prudent maidens of the Lord, to enter with Him into the
wedding feast. For being God, the Bridegroom bestows on us the gift of an incorruptible crown."

Holy Wednesday
The Sacrament of Holy Unction is celebrated on Holy Wednesday. It relates to the Church's
ancient practice of receiving penitents and reconciling them to the Church in the days before
Pascha. The elements of this sacrament are healing and forgiveness; faith is the requirement.

Holy Thursday
The Divine Liturgy is celebrated on Holy Thursday morning. The faithful are called to be joined to
the mystical body of Christ and thus receive the saving benefits of His life and live as citizens of
His kingdom. The Reserved Holy Communion represents the earthly presence of Christ realized at
the Last Supper.

On Holy Thursday evening, we relive the events from the upper room to the crucifixion and the
burial. The centralities of these events are found with the readings of the service referred to as the
Twelve Gospels. We follow Christ Jesus on the way to the cross and are crucified to our sinful
ways with him, anticipating our resurrection into a new life with him. The rich expression found
within hymnology of the Church is as follows:

"Today the Maker of heaven and earth said to His disciples, 'The hour is at hand, and Judas my
betrayer also is at hand. Let none of you deny me when you see me on the Cross between two
thieves. For though | suffer as a man, as lover of man | redeem those who believe in me. " "

Good Friday
Divine Liturgy is not performed on Good Friday, for it presupposes Christ's presence in the world.
On this day, Christ lies dead in the tomb. The services of the hours are performed, commemorating
the same events of Holy Thursday evening.

The Unnailing Service of our Lord is re-enacted Friday afternoon. The body of Christ is removed
from the crucifix on the soleas and wrapped in a burial shroud and placed in the sanctuary.

The Plashtanitca, the embroidered cloth bearing the body of our Lord, is carried in a solemn
funeral procession around the church and placed in the sepulcher. As we behold Jesus lying in the
darkness of the tomb, we pray that our passions, sins and pride might be put to death in us, so that
we might not live in the darkness that we might not live in the darkness that causes His death.

The third service for Good Friday is the service of Lamentations at the Tomb. The sepulcher of our
Lord is decorated with flowers. The atmosphere begins to become theologically more joyous, and
hymns with a resurrection color are heard and finally the Great Doxology, which is sung only on
joyous occasions. The Procession of the Sepulcher around the church with the Plashtanitca takes
place with lighted candles held by the faithful. It does not represent a funeral procession but
Christ's descent into Hades, where He preached His word to its captives and resurrected them.




Feast of Feasts

Holy Saturday evening gives witness of the faithful gathering in church to participate in the feast of
feasts, Pascha, the Resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. The church is dark,
symbolizing the darkness of the world without Christ. The priest offers the Pascha light of Christ in
the world, the light of life. The designated Gospel is read, the resurrection is proclaimed at
midnight, the morn of the new day. The faithful receive the unwaning light from the celebrant in
proclamation of the good news "Christ is risen from the dead trampling death by death, and
bestowing life on those in the grave." The Divine Liturgy is celebrated and the climax of a 60-
day preparation period is fulfilled.

Having faithfully followed the movements leading to the end, the Orthodox Christian feels reborn
through the true joy over our Lord's Resurrection and anticipates Pentecost, the very birth of the
Christian Church. The victory is won! For the next 40 days we will exclaim,

"Christ is risen!"” Indeed, He is risen.”
Rev. Konstantine Mendrinos
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THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY (APRIL 7TH, 2009)

When Mary became of age, according to Hebrew custom of the time, she
~ could no longer stay at the Temple, but had to either return to her parents
= or to marry. Since Joachim and Anna had died, and Mary had proclaimed
.~ her vow of celibacy to the High Priest, it was decided to betroth her to an
| elderly distant relative who would protect and care for her. She, therefore,

| went to live in Nazareth with the elderly Joseph, who was a carpenter.

. Here according to tradition, while Mary was reading from the prophet

. Isaiah about the birth of the Messiah to a virgin, the angel Gabriel

appeared to her. "And the angel came in unto her and said, "Hail, thou

" who art highly favored, the Lord is with thee; blessed art thou among

- women.' And when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying and

cast about in her mind what manner of salutation this should be. And

S . the angel said unto her, 'Fear not, Mary, for thou hast found favor
W|th God And behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb and bring forth a Son, and shalt call
His name JESUS. He shall be great and shall be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord
God shall give unto Him the throne of His father David, and He shall reign over the house of
Jacob for ever; and of His Kingdom there shall be no end.' Then said Mary unto the angel,




'How shall this be, seeing | know not a man?' And the angel answered and said unto her,
'The Holy Spirit shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee.
Therefore also that Holy Being who shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God." . ..
And Mary said, '‘Behold the handmaid of the Lord. Be it unto me according to thy word."
And the angel departed from her" (Luke 1: 28-38).

In the Russian language this holy day is called Blagovescheniye - "the announcement of glad
tidings," because this was the first time that the glad tidings of the coming of the Savior were
proclaimed to the world. Annunciation generally falls during the Great Lent, but it is of such great
importance that it is still celebrated even if it coincides with Holy Friday or Pascha.

*k%k

Right in the middle of Lent we are given a moment to celebrate and rejoice! The somber joy of Lent
gives way to the glorious joy of the Incarnation of the Word. Gabriel tells her she is 'full of grace'.
Literally he says 'Grace to you who are full of grace' or 'blessed are you who are full of blessings'.
'Rejoice' the Church cries out at Pascha and here in the midst of Lent the Church causes Gabriel's
voice to speak to us from the Gospel, 'Rejoice!" Rejoice? Rejoice because Mary is to be the New
Eve who brings forth from her pure flesh the New Adam, the Revelation of the Father and the
Salvation of Man. Rejoice because the Spirit hovers over her as over a New Creation and
descends on her so that the Word and Image of the Father can take flesh, so that the Eternal
Pentecost of Man's union with God can come. Rejoice that the King of Heaven and earth, of the
entire universe, is taking flesh in the womb of a country girl from lowly Nazareth.

Mary’s humble 'yes' was a 'yes' not just to the Word and Image of the Father but to all that would
be through Him. Her 'yes' was a 'yes' to the passion and the cross, the 'sword that would pierce her
heart', to the resurrection, and to us. That day we celebrate our conception too, our conception in
Christ. Say 'yes' O Mother! Say 'yes' and save us. Say 'Yes' and set us free. Say 'YES' to us so
that we who are dead in sin might live forever in the Light. "Behold! | am the handmaid of the Lord.
Be it done unto me according to thy word". "And the WORD was made flesh".
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Palm Sunday: The Feast of the Entrance of our Lord Jesus Christ into Jerusalem

Orthodox Church celebrates one of its most joyous feasts of the year. Palm Sunday is the
commemoration of the Entrance of our Lord into Jerusalem following His glorious miracle of raising
Lazarus from the dead. Having anticipated His arrival and having heard of the miracle, the people
when out to meet the Lord and welcomed Him with displays of honor and shouts of praise. On this
day, we receive and worship Christ in this same manner, acknowledging Him as our King and
Lord.

The biblical story of Palm Sunday is recorded in all four of the Gospels (Matthew 21:1-11; Mark
11:1-10; Luke 19:28-38; and John 12:12-18). Five days before the Passover, Jesus came from




Bethany to Jerusalem. Having sent two of His disciples to bring Him a colt of a donkey, Jesus sat
upon it and entered the city.

People had gathered in Jerusalem for the Passover and were looking for Jesus, both because of
His great works and teaching and because they had heard of the miracle of the resurrection of
Lazarus. When they heard that Christ was entering the city, they went out to meet Him with palm
branches, laying their garments on the ground before Him, and shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is he
that comes in the Name of the Lord, the King of Israel!”

At the outset of His public ministry Jesus proclaimed the kingdom of God and announced that the
powers of the age to come were already active in the present age (Luke 7:18-22). His words and
mighty works were performed "to produce repentance as the response to His call, a call to an
inward change of mind and heart which would result in concrete changes in one's life, a call to
follow Him and accept His messianic destiny. The triumphant entry of Jesus into Jerusalem is a
messianic event, through which His divine authority was declared.

Palm Sunday summons us to behold our king: the Word of God made flesh. We are called to
behold Him not simply as the One who came to us once riding on a colt, but as the One who is
always present in His Church, coming ceaselessly to us in power and glory at every Eucharist, in
every prayer and sacrament, and in every act of love, kindness and mercy. He comes to free us
from all our fears and insecurities, "to take solemn possession of our soul, and to be enthroned in
our heart," as someone has said. He comes not only to deliver us from our deaths by His death
and Resurrection, but also to make us capable of attaining the most perfect fellowship or union
with Him. He is the King, who liberates us from the darkness of sin and the bondage of death.
Palm Sunday summons us to behold our King: the vanquisher of death and the giver of life.

Palm Sunday summons us to accept both the rule and the kingdom of God as the goal and content
of our Christian life. We draw our identity from Christ and His kingdom. The kingdom is Christ - His
indescribable power, boundless mercy and incomprehensible abundance given freely to man. The
kingdom does not lie at some point or place in the distant future. In the words of the Scripture, the
kingdom of God is not only at hand (Matthew 3:2; 4:17), it is within us (Luke 17:21). The kingdom
is a present reality as well as a future realization (Matthew 6:10). Theophan the Recluse wrote
the following words about the inward rule of Christ the King:

“The Kingdom of God is within us when God reigns in us, when the soul in its depths confesses
God as its Master, and is obedient to Him in all its powers. Then God acts within it as master ‘both
to will and to do of his good pleasure’ (Philippians 2:13). This reign begins as soon as we resolve
to serve God in our Lord Jesus Christ, by the grace of the Holy Spirit. Then the Christian hands
over to God his consciousness and freedom, which comprises the essential substance of our
human life, and God accepts the sacrifice; and in this way the alliance of man with God and God
with man is achieved, and the covenant with God, which was severed by the Fall and continues to
be severed by our willful sins, is re-established.”

The kingdom of God is the life of the Holy Trinity in the world. It is the kingdom of holiness,
goodness, truth, beauty, love, peace and joy. These qualities are not works of the human spirit.
They proceed from the life of God and reveal God. Christ Himself is the kingdom. He is the God-
Man, Who brought God down to earth (John 1:1,14). “He was in the world, and the world was
made through Him, yet the world knew Him not. He came to His own home, and His own people
received Him not” (John 1:10-11). He was reviled and hated.




Palm Sunday summons us to behold our king - the Suffering Servant. We cannot understand
Jesus' kingship apart from the Passion. Filled with infinite love for the Father and the Holy Spirit,
and for creation, in His inexpressible humility Jesus accepted the infinite abasement of the Cross.
He bore our grief and carried our sorrows; He was wounded for our transgressions and made
Himself an offering for sin (Isaiah 53). His glorification, which was accomplished by the resurrection
and the ascension, was achieved through the Cross.

In the fleeting moments of exuberance that marked Jesus' triumphal entry into Jerusalem, the
world received its King, the king who was on His way to death. His Passion, however, was no
morbid desire for martyrdom. Jesus' purpose was to accomplish the mission for which the Father
sent Him.

Orthodox Christian Celebration of Palm Sunday

Palm Sunday is celebrated with the Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom, which is preceded by
r the Matins service. A Great Vespers is conducted on Saturday evening according
\ to the order prescribed in the Triodion. Scripture readings for Palm Sunday are:
-%. At the Vespers: Genesis 49:1,8-12; Zephaniah 3:14-19; Zechariah 9:9-15.
\ At the Orthros (Matins): Matthew 21:1-17. At the Divine Liturgy: Philippians 4:4-9;
e John 12:1-18.

On this Sunday, in addition to the Divine Liturgy, the Church observes the Blessing and
Distribution of the Palms. A basket containing the woven palm crosses (Greek tradition) or just
brunches, is placed on a table in front of the icon of the Lord. The palms are then distributed to the
faithful.
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LITURGICAL NOTES ABOUT THE PASCHAL SEASON
This period of great festivity and joy finds its liturgical expression in the following manner:

* We great each other with the Paschal salutation, “Christ is risen! Indeed He is risen!” for 40 days,
until Ascension Day.

* We do not kneel or make prostrations either at church services or in our homes until the
“‘Kneeling Prayers” at Pentecost.

* The Paschal Troparion, “Christ is risen from the dead” is sung or said at the beginning or end of
all prayers until the Leave-taking of Pascha on the Eve of Ascension.

* During Bright Week, morning and evening prayers are replaced by the Paschal Hours.

The prayer, “O Heavenly King” is omitted until Pentecost, beinreplaced with the Troparion of
Pascha and then Ascension.
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Paschal Sermon
SOLEMNITY OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD
Christ is Risen! Alleluia!

Our Lord and Savior who went to the Cross for our sins Rose from the Dead to conquer death and
sin. He is Risen! We are no more slaves to death and Satan. We are freed to Eternal Life.

This day is also a most amazing day for me. That our Lord loves us so much, loves me so much,
that he would suffer for me, for me, for this miserable sinner who deserves nothing but hell.

Truly Lord | am not worthy, but say the word and | shall be healed.

Listen to the words of our great doctor of the Church, St. John Chrysostom, fifth century, and one

of the greatest preachers of all time.
“Let all Pious men and all lovers of God rejoice in the splendor of this feast; let
the wise servants blissfully enter into the joy of their Lord; let those who have
borne the burden of Lent now receive their pay, and those who have toiled
since the first hour, let them now receive their due reward; let any who came
after the third hour be grateful to join in the feast, and those who may have
come after the sixth, let them not be afraid of being too late, for the Lord is
gracious and He receives the last even as the first. He gives rest to him who
comes on the eleventh hour as well as to him who has toiled since the first: yes,
He has pity on the last and He serves the first; He rewards the one and is
generous to the other; he repays the deed and praises the effort.

Come you all: enter into the joy of your Lord. You the first and you the last, receive alike your
reward; you rich and you poor, dance together; you sober and you weaklings, celebrate the day;
you who have kept the fast and you who have not, rejoice today. The table is richly loaded: enjoy
its royal banquet. The calf is a fatted one: let no one go away hungry. All of you enjoy the banquet
of faith; all of you receive the riches of his goodness.

Let no one grieve over his poverty, for the universal kingdom has been revealed; let no one weep
over his sins, for pardon has shone from the grave; let no one fear death, for the death of our
Savior has set us free: He has destroyed it by enduring it, He has despoiled Hades by going down
into its kingdom, He has angered it by allowing it to taste of his flesh.

When Isaiah foresaw all this, he cried out: "O Hades, you have been angered by encountering Him
in the nether world." Hades is angered because frustrated, it is angered because it has been
mocked, it is angered because it has been destroyed, it is angered because it has been reduced to
naught, it is angered because it is now captive. It seized a body, and lo! it discovered God; it
seized earth, and, behold! it encountered heaven; it seized the visible, and was overcome by the
invisible.

O death, where is your sting? O Hades, where is your victory? Christ is risen and life is freed,
Christ is risen and the tomb is emptied of the dead: for Christ, being risen from the dead, has
become the Leader and Reviver of those who had fallen asleep. To Him be glory and power for
ever and ever. Amen’.




O how great are those words For God so Loved the World that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believes in him shall not perish but have everlasting life. (John 3:16)

Because of that Love we may proclaim with St. Chrysostom:

O death, where is your sting? O Hades, where is your victory? Christ is risen and life is freed,
Christ is risen and the tomb is emptied of the dead: for Christ, being risen from the dead, has
become the Leader and Reviver of those who had fallen asleep. To Him be glory and power for
ever and ever. Amen.

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! CHRIST IS RISEN!!
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The Sacrament of Holy Unction: Holy Wednesday afternoon and Evening

Usually on the afternoon or evening of Great and Holy Wednesday, the
Sacrament or Mystery of Holy Unction is conducted in Orthodox parishes. The
Sacrament of Holy Unction is offered for the healing of soul and body and for
forgiveness of sins. At the conclusion of the service of the Sacrament, the
body is anointed with oil, and the grace of God, which heals infirmities of soul
and body, is called down upon each person. The Sacrament is performed by a
gathering of priests, ideally seven in number, however, it can be performed by
a lesser number and even by a single priest.
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The mystery of holy unction provides both physical and spiritual healing with holy oil blessed by the
Holy Spirit. It is most commonly celebrated during Holy Week on Holy Wednesday evening, but
private services are also common. Everyone in the parish in good ecclesiastical standing may be
anointed with the holy oil for the healing of spiritual and bodily ills. As this is one of the sacraments
of the Orthodox Church, it may be administered only to Orthodox Christians.

The oil carries God's grace both to renew the body and to cleanse the spirit. The service follows
the apostolic tradition mentioned in the New Testament: "...let him call for the elders of the church,
and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord; and the prayer of faith
will save the sick man, and the Lord will raise him up; and if he has committed sins, he will be
forgiven" (James 5:14-15).

Holy unction is a mystery of great comfort to the faithful. It provides uplifting and asks for patience
to accept the will of God whatever the physical outcome.

Unction - Healing

E The Orthodox Church has always viewed body and soul as inseparable thus
stressing the necessity for preserving both in good health, following Jesus Christ's
exhortation to his disciples to "heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast

g out demons" (Matthew 10:10). This follows Christ's ministry to "heal the
brokenhearted, and to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovery of sight to the
blind" (Luke 4:18; see Is 61:1), and to heal "all kinds of sickness and all kinds of

: - disease (Matt. 4:23).
In healing, the Church follows the procedure prescribed by the Apostle James: "Is anyone among
you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil




in the name of the Lord. And the prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise him up.
And if he has committed sin, he will be forgiven" (James 5:14-15).

James here speaks of a priestly anointing with oil that leads to the physical and spiritual healing of
a person, through the prayer of faith. This sacred action has become a sacrament of the Orthodox
Church and is known as Holy Unction. The Holy Unction is given to all who are sick, and not
restricted to the dying. The dying is usually given, as a preparation for death, Holy Communion.

Sacrament (Mystery) of Unction

Holy Unction begins with the chanting of hymns known as 'troparia’, and the priest pleas:

"O Lord Almighty, Healer of our souls and bodies, who puts down and raises up, who
chastises and heals also, visit now in Your mercy our brother or sister, (Name), who is ill.
Stretch forth Your arm that is full of healing and heath, and raise (Name) up from this bed
and cure this illness. Put away the spirit of disease and every malady and pain and fever".
During the sacrament, the grace of God is entreated upon a person to heal their infirmities of body
and soul while the body is anointed with oil. The efficacy of the sacrament depends upon the
promise and appointment of God; however it benefits only those who receives it with a 'prayer of
faith', and with due preparation and disposition of mind. The final prayer is for remission of sins:
"And if (Name) has committed sins and transgressions, grant remission and forgiveness,
because You love mankind".

As Orthodox Christians we pray, neither commanding God to heal nor doubting His ability to heal,
but pleading for His promised mercy upon all who are ill.

Healings throughout history

The gifts of the Spirit or the miracles of Christ have always been active in the ministry of the
Orthodox Church. The Church has never regards the gift as 'passed away'. St. Ireneaus during the
end of the second century speaks of the miracles in his day: "Some drive out devils ... some have
foreknowledge of the future ... others heal the sick through the laying of hands ... and even the
dead have been raised up before now and have remained with us for many years". Later, in the
fourth century, there are clear testimonies of it in St. Basil the Great and St. John Chrysostom who
have given us prayers for healing which are used by the Church in the Sacrament of Unction.

In the fifth century, Pope Innocent | said that the Mystery of Unction should be performed "upon
believers who are sick", and it should not be performed "on those undergoing ecclesiastical
penance, because it is a Mystery. For how should it be supposed that one kind of Mystery be
granted to those who are forbidden the other Mysteries". St. Cyril of Alexandria also made
reference to Holy Unction in "Worship and Adoration in Spirit and in Truth". The writings of other
Church Fathers speak often of miracles of healing within the Church. A recent example of such
miracles are those which Christ performed through St. Seraphim of Sarov (1759-1833).
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ABOUT THE VICTORY OVER THE LAST ENEMY
A Homily By St. Nikolai Velimirovich

"The last enemy to be destroyed is death" - 1 Corinthians 15:26

Man's first enemy is the devil, the second is sin and the third is death. The Lord Jesus conquered
all three of these enemies of the human race. By His humility, He conquered the proud devil. By
His death, He conquered sin and by His resurrection, He conquered death. In conquering all of our
enemies, He invites us to be partakers in His glorious victory. Not that we should conquer just by
ourselves, but that we should creep in under the wing of His victory. Only His power conquers, only
His weapons are victorious. We are without power and suitable weapons but yet still our enemies
are afraid. With Christ, we are conquering those mightier than ourselves. What is the price that He
offers to us for His victory? A meager price, my brethren; for a very paltry price He offers us the
most precious victory. To humble ourselves and to submit ourselves to the will of God, that is the
price He seeks in order to conquer the devil for us. To die unto ourselves, to die to fleshly desires
and passions, that is the price which He seeks in order to conquer for us. To live for Him and not
for ourselves, to receive Him into our hearts, that is the price He seeks in order to conquer death
for us. He conquered all enemies openly and completely. This is the price for which He offers His
victory to each of us. The Apostle Paul speaks: "But thanks be to God Who gives us the victory
through our Lord, Jesus Christ" (1 Corinthians 15:57).

O resurrected Lord, enlighten, strengthen and heal us by Thy victory. We who are grateful, offer up
to Thee glory and thanks always. Amen.
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Bright Week

The Russian people celebrate Pascha as they have in the past. Notwithstanding the many years of
sermons about not believing, thousands of people gather on the night of Christ's Resurrection in
Orthodox churches, tens of thousands bless the Paschal food. Russian hearts respond to the
colossal charge of joy, renewal, enlightenment, which this greatest of all Orthodox holidays carries
in itself. But for the majority, right after the first day of Pascha, common weekdays commence, and
the festivity is over. But in actuality the Holiday lasts much longer, for the Pascha joy is so great
that it is impossible to limit it to one day!

The Lord remained on Earth after His resurrection exactly 40 days. During this time, the services
of the Orthodox Church return us to the night of Holy Pascha. "Christ is risen!" — we greet each
other and kiss thrice. Especially festive, joyful and majestic is the first week (Church Slavonic
"sedmitsa," or seven days) following Pascha, which is called Bright.

On Bright Week "all and all" — is Christ, Christ the resurrected. The fast, the time for crying and
sorrowing, is over; the entire world is singing and glorifying the Lord. Each day in the morning,
upon the conclusion of the liturgy, there is a procession, symbolizing the going of the women
myrrh-bearers to the grave of Christ. The praying walk in the procession with lit candles.

All the services of Bright Week are served with open Royal doors, so that any one of us can see
the church ritual in full detail. Open Royal doors symbolize the Lord’s grave, from which the Angel




rolled the stone away. On this week there is no fast on Wednesday or Friday, but it is necessary to
avoid overeating, which is so easy to do after the long fast.

On Friday of Bright Week is the commemoration of the icon of the Mother of God "The Life-Giving
Font," and water is blessed after the liturgy. On the next day, on Great Saturday, the faithful are
given pieces of the artos. There are no marriages or prayers for repose (panihidas) on Bright
Week. Funeral services are performed, but more than half of the service consists of Paschal
chants.

The Resurrection of Christ — is the cornerstone of the Orthodox faith. The Apostle Paul teaches:
"If Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain" (1 Cor. 15:14). The joy
of the Easter night — is a breach into the Heavenly Kingdom, the beginning of the endless joy of
Heaven. How happy were the saints, such as the St. Seraphim of Sarov, who became worthy of
continually having the memory of the Resurrection in his soul, and who met every person coming
to him with the words: "My joy! Christ is risen!"
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THE GREAT MIRACLE OF ORTHODOXY THROUGH THE CENTURIES
By Kefalas Petros, pilgrime, Greece
TRUE ORTHODOXY, HOW MUCH OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST LOVES YOU, TO SENT HIS

HOLY LIGHT AND BLAZE DOWN OUR HEARTS WITH HEAVENLY JUBILATION, LIGHT UP
OUR MINDS AND RAISE OUR HOPE?

Every Holy Saturday (Saturday of the Holy Week) at noon in the
church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem recurs the GREAT
MIRACLE OF THE HOLY LIGHT that stirs, affects rejoices and
gives delight and faith to those who have the honour and
blessing to be there for the ceremony of the Holy Light.

| am appealing to every nation in this world knowing that | am a

sinful person who is trying to improve his life through faith. The

Most Merciful God made me worthy of seeing and touching His
Holy Light. | feel obliged to describe with simplicity and devotion this shocking miracle, so that it is
known to everyone who doesn’t know about it, and wish them to go and see it from near.

DESCRIPTION OF THE MIRACLE

1. PREPARATION OF THE HOLY SEPULCHRE: In the morning of the Holy Saturday, before the
ceremony of the Holy Light takes place a very thorough check of the tomb and after that they seal
it with a mixture of honey and wax that was prepared in the morning. This check takes place so
that everyone is ascertain that there is nothing in the Holy Sepulchre that can cause a fire. After
the tomb is sealed the authorities affix the wax with their seals.

All the other doctrines who have rights in the Holy Sepulchre show great interest in this procedure.
This interest is by no means accidental. If for one year the miracle of the Holy Light doesn’t happen




when the Greek Orthodox Patriarch performs the ceremony the other doctrines will try to undertake
the precedence in the Holy Sepulchre.

The checking begins at 10:00 and finishes at 11:00. While this takes place orthodox Arabs
demonstrate in the church for the orthodox rights. It must be recorded that this pedantic check of
the Holy Sepulchre watch representatives of the Armenians and of the other doctrines.

2. THE CEREMONY OF THE HOLY LIGHT:The ceremony of the Holy Light takes place at 12:00
and constitutes of three stages: a. The Litany, b. The entry of the Patriarch in the Holy Sepulchre
and c. The prayers of the Patriarch in order for the Holy Light to come out.

Following the tradition, at noon of the Holy Saturday the Greek Orthodox Patriarch with his escort -
archpriests, priests and deacons and the Armenian Patriarch - enter the Holy Sepulchre, while the
bells strike mournfully. Before the entry of the Patriarch the keeper of the Sacristy of the Holy
Temple carries the unsleeping oil lamp, (it is put out that day in order to turn on with the Holy
Light). From the interior entry of the Temple of Apostle Jacob the Patriarch enters in the sanctuary
and seats on the Patriarchal throne. Then the representatives of the Armenians, the Arabs, the
Copts and others pass and kiss the hand of the Patriarch so that they will have the right to receive
the Holy Light. According to the privileges if they don’t kiss the hand of the Orthodox Patriarch they
do not have the right to receive the Holy Light from his hands. Immediately afterwards begins the
Holy Litany that goes three times around the Holy Sepulchre and then it stops in front of the Holy
Sepulchre where the officials stand.

After the litany the Holy Sepulchre is unsealed and the Patriarch takes off his pontifical vestments
and remains only with his white priest’'s tunic. Then the governor of Jerusalem and the police
director examine the Patriarch in front of everybody so that everybody is assured that he doesn’t
carry anything that can transmit light (fire).

After this his Beatitude the Patriarch of Jerusalem takes the (extinct) torches and enters the Holy
Ciborium with the Armenian draguman. All the lamps are off and nothing is on in the Holy Temple
and the Holy Sepulchre.

3. HOW THE HOLY LIGHT COMES OUT: Inside the Holy Sepulchre the Patriarch prays kneeling
and reading the special wishes requesting our Lord Jesus Christ to send His Holy Light as a gift of
sanctification for the people. And in the absolute quietness at the hour when the patriarch prays a
wheeze is heard and almost simultaneously blue and white lightnings of Holy Light penetrate from
everywhere, as though millions of photographic flashes turn on embracing the walls and all the
lamps light up miraculously. In the Holy Sepulchre the torches the Patriarch holds while he prays
turn on also by the Holy Light. The crowd bursts out in cheers while teardrops of joy and faith run
from the eyes of the people.

For a few minutes the Holy Light doesn’t have the attributes of fire. This happens the first minutes
after the patriarch comes out of the Holy Sepulchre and gives the Light to the people. Anyone can
touch the fire of the 33 candles and he doesn’t burn. After 33 minutes the flame is normal.

IN GENERAL FOR THE HOLY LIGHT

Only the Greek Orthodox Patriarch has the privilege the honour and the power to make this
ceremony. Attempts from the other doctrines to perform this miracle were made but it was
impossible. For example in 1549 AD according to historical recordings, the Armenians bribed
Sultan Mourat in order to give them permission to go in the church of the Holy Sepulchre and




perform the ceremony. Indeed the sultan gave the authorisation and the Armenians entered the
Temple and locked out the orthodox. The Orthodox Patriarch full with despair when he saw the
Armenians in the church kneeled and prayed out of the church’s entry near one of the columns.
Suddenly the column was torn and the light came out that way, lighting the patriarch’s torches. The
Agarino's Emir was watching from the minaret across the street. When he saw these events he
cried out: "The faith of the Christians is great! One is the real God, the God of Christians! | believe
in Christ the resurrected from the dead. | kneel to him as my God". After his consent he jumped
from the minaret but he wasn’t hurt. The Muslims captured him and decapitated him. His relic is
kept until today in the Monastery of the Great Virgin in Jerusalem.

The Holy Light symbolises and reminds us in a miraculous way the Resurrection of Christ. It is a
Godsend miracle through centuries from the light of the world, and this light is Christ for the world.
Science cannot explain this great miracle and this time in its honour science never tried to explain
it not even theoretically. Besides how can anyone explain a genuine miracle?

Many people every year watch the Holy Light and feel intensely the presence of God between
them. This Light should light humanity for a better tomorrow.
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B MAMATb PEBHUTENEN OTEYECTBA
KAPJ1 ®ABEPXE U MUXAWUN NEPXUH

C NErKOW PYKMN IOBENTMPA-PECTABPATOPA KAPJIA T'YCTABOBUYA ®ABEPXE MACXANbHON TPAOVLMEN
B POCCUN TP UAPAX ANEKCAHAOPE Il U HUKOJIAE 1l CTAINO OAPEHWE AOPYT OPYTY HOBENPHBLIX
MACXAIbHbBIX ANLL.

KAPIT (MUATEP KAPJT) ®ABEPXE POOWIICA B CAHKT-NETEPBYPTE B 1846-OM oy W, OBPETA OrllbIT B
IOBEJIMPHOM [OENE B FTEPMAHWN, AHITIMA N ®PAHLIMN, B ABALOLATbL LWWECTb JIET BEPHYJICA B POOHOWN
rOPOA M NOCBATUM CBOU TPYAbl SPMUTAXHOW KONNEKLMW. EFO PECTABPATOPCKME CMOCOBHOCTH
BblMIM OTMEYEHbI LIAPEM ANEKCAHAPOM lIIl: MOCNEOHW/ LOAPOBAN ®ABEPXE 3BAHWE TTIABHOIO
FOBENNPA MMMNEPATOPCKOIO JBOPA. B 1885-OM o1y, BMEPBbIE, BbINMOJIHEHHOE MO PYKOBOOCTBOM
OABEPXE W3bICKAHHOE AWLIO, CKPbIBABLUEE BHYTPU J>XENTOK C KYPOYKOW, MEYEHHOW
VMMNEPATOPCKOM KOPOHOW, BbITO BPYYEHO ANEKCAHOPOM [l HA TMACXY EFO >XEHE, MAPUMU
®EJOPOBHE. 3A C/M MOCNEQOBAIN EXXErOOHBIE LLEPEMOHUW OJAPEHUA FOBEJIMPHbLIX SULL, BMIOTb
[0 PEBOMOUMOHHOIO KOHLA POCCUWCKOW UMMEPWUW, MPONMBLUEFO KPOBb UX NMOBUTENEW U
LAPCTBEHHbIX MYYEHUKOB — YNEHOB CEMbW HVKOJMASA 1. B OOQHOYACBE NNLLMBLUMNCA BCEW CBOEWN
COBCTBEHHOCTW, MONMOXEHWA, KMMEHTOB W/ BOJNbLUMHCTBA MOYUTATENEN SHAMEHWUTBLIN FOBENNP
BblJT BbIABOPEH N3 CTPAHbLI 1 CKOHYAJICA B BO3PACTE 74-X JIET, KAK CBUOETENILCTBOBAIIM EIO
OPY3bA, «N3-3A PASBENTOIO CEPALIAY.

MPUMEYATENBHO, YTO HUM OOHO AWUO HE BbIO COENAHO KAPIIOM
NYCTABOBNYEM CBOVMW COBCTBEHHbLIMW PYKAMW. OH POXXOAN NOEW. B NYYLIME
BPEMEHA HA HEFO PABOTANW MATLCOT MACTEPOB W OVM3AMHEPOB, C KOTOPbIX
OH TPEBOBAl OOHOIro0 — COBEPWEHCTBA. TNATUIT XO3AMH XOPOLWO... 3A
PABOYMN OEHb, ANMUBLUMACA C 7.00 LO 23.00, MO BOCKPECEHbAM — C 8.00 4O 13.00
YACOB. 3A BPEMA CBOEIO CYWECTBOBAHUA ®VPMA ®ABEPXE BbINYCTUIA
MOPAOKA CTA [OBAOUATW TbICAY MUSOENWA, KAXOOE W3 KOTOPLIX BbINO
YHUKANBbHbLIM. HAMBONEE WM3BECTHLIM LWEAEBPOM CTAIO MACXAINbHOE ANLO,
COLEPXALLEE B CBOEW CKOPJYME FATYMHCKWNA OBOPEL, C MYLIKAMW, ®JTATOM,
OEPEBbAMU W CTATYEW MABJMA |. 3TO 4y[O KOBEMMPHOIO UCKYCCTBA BbIIO MOOAPEHO LIAPEM
HVKOJTAEM II ETO MATEPU HA TIACXY 1901-fO IroOgA. MANO KOMY W3BECTHbI, OOHAKO, MMEHA
«4Y[AOTBOPLIEB»-UCMONMHUTENEN. »XWU3HEOMWCAHME OOHOMO W3 HUX, MEPXUHA, HAMOMWHAET
NCTOPUIO NECKOBCKOIO NEBLUN, UMEBLLEIO, KAK TOBOPAT, PEAIbHbBI MPOTOTUNM...




MUXAWIT EBITAMIMMEBWY TEPXWH (1860 — 1903) CNY>XXWIN B ®PUPME ®ABEPXE C 26-TW JIET. 3TO BblJl
PYCCKMA KPECTbAHWH W3 BOCTOYHOW KAPEJIMW, CAMOYYKA, OTNMYABLUMACSA BNECTALWMM
TANNAHTOM N HE MEHbLWWM YCEPOMEM. PABOTAJT OH, B OCHOBHOM, B CTUINE BAPOKKO, B TEXHUKE
KOHTPACTHOIO 30JIOTA N TEXHUKE TWUIIbOWE (BMA/IK MO TPABMPOBKE). CO CBOUM CKPOMHbIM
OlbITOM AEPEBEHCKNX YMEJIbLIEB OH CTAJT BEAYWMM N CAMbIM 3HAMEHUTBIM MACTEPOM ®VPMbI,
HABOLHEHHOW WCKYLWEHHBIMA «METEPBYPXCKVMW MHO3EMLAMW». UMEHHO OH OTBEYAN - OO
BPEMEHW CBOEW PAHHEN KOHY/HbI — 3A UMMEPATOPCKUE MACXAJbHbLIE AVLUA N NMPUHEC ®UPME
®ABEP>XE BCEMNPHOE NPU3HAHUME.

AA YMNOKOUT rocnofib Aywn BCEX MAJTOU3BECTHbIX W BE3BECTHbLIX TANIAHTOB POCCUWN U BCEX,
MPUHOCUBLLUX EN CNABY, MOYMBLLMX HA MPOTSXXEHWM BCEX EE BEKOB. AMUHb.
GUEST EDITOR: E. NIKITINA
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MISCELLANEOUS

HOLY WEEK AND PASCHAL SERVICES

Holy Week and Paschal Services provide us with an opportunity to be at the Lord’s side during His

Passion, Death, and Resurrection. There are liturgical services offered almost each day this week.
While it may be difficult, or even impossible for some, to attend all of these services, we should do
our best to be present at the very least on Holy Friday (when we find ourselves at the Lord’s Cross)
and Pascha (when we celebrate the Lord’s Resurrection from the dead). Let us keep watch this
week during the Lord’s darkest hour so that we might celebrate with joy His bright and saving
Resurrection on the third day!

CONFESSION TIMES

Fr. Lubomir is available for Confession following any church service. If you would like to have
Confession at another time, please speak with Fr. Lubomir and he will do his best to accommodate
you. Pascha is next Sunday, April 19th.

Please, see the schedule of the services at the end of the Bulletin.
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10 TIPS FOR A BLESSED HOLY WEEK AND PASCHA

1. Make participation at the Services a top priority.

2. In our homes we should strive to “keep out the world” and enter into the peace, solemnity, and
theology of the events of the last days of our Lord.

3. Be sure to read the last chapters of the Holy Gospels that speak of the Passion, Death, Burial,
and Resurrection of Christ.




4. If you are visiting another parish and wish to receive Communion, make sure that the priest
knows who you are and that you are prepared. This should be done in advance by phone, email,
or any other way.

5. Last year’s palms and puss willows should be placed outside in an area to decay where they will
not be disturbed. They are holy and should not be simply thrown out with the garbage.

6. Before venerating Holy Objects, such as the Cross, the Chalice, Icons, or the Winding-Sheet,
make sure to wipe off your lipstick. Reminder: we do not kiss the face of our Lord, His Mother, or
the Saints — instead kiss the hands or feet.

7. If you haven’t yet made your Confession during Great Lent, try to make it during the beginning of
Holy Week. Speak with Fr. Lubomir to arrange a time.

8. Try to make amends with those we may be upset with or those who are upset with us, so that on
Pascha we can joyfully sing, “Let us call brothers, even those that hate us, and forgive all by the
Resurrection!” (Paschal Canon)

9. Try to stay after the “Midnight Service” on Pascha morning for the blessing of baskets and
festive meal. Let us share in the joy of the Lord’s Resurrection with fellowship and love.

10. During Bright Week, sing or read the Paschal Hours (you can pick up a copy in Russian and
English at the candle stand in the church) instead of your “normal” morning and evening prayers.

Let the joy of praising the Lord’s Resurrection accompany you throughout Bright Week, the
Paschal season, and your whole life.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

SPECIAL SERVICES

Sacrament of Holy Unction

will be served on Great and Holy Tuesday, April 14th , at 5:00 p.m. in the evening. The
Church’s practice of anointing with holy oil for the healing of soul and body dates back
to Apostolic times, when St. James wrote, “Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for
the presbyters (priests) of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil
in the name of the Lord.” (Jm. 5:14) According to Church discipline, those who wish to
receive this Mystery should approach only after having made a recent Confession,
usually this means during Great Lent.

THE PASCHAL MEAL

sx.f'""‘*‘-;_l. will be held immediately following the “Midnight Service”, which concludes with the
/> ),/ Pascha Divine Liturgy. If you are able to bring food to share, please sign your name on
\M/ the sheet at the candle stand or see the senior sister Ekaterina.

SPECIAL THANKS

to our great supporter and parishioner Galina Benkovich for her recent donation of
$2,800 for a new Gospel.

May God bless you for your generosity and good heart!
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NEW BOOKLETS

Please ask to obtain the new booklets in English and Russian, available at no cost at
the candle stand. And check often — soon more will be offered.

Here is the list of titles:

GUIDE TO CONFESSION
Orthodox Practice - On Going to Church
ORTHODOX TRADITIONS and CHURCH ETIQUETTE
THE FASTING RULE OF THE ORTHODOX CHURCH
MNMepBble warn B xpame
NMpaBocnaBHbLIN Xpam.

NMpaBuna noBegeHus XxpucTuaH B NpaBoOCNaBHOM Xpame

. Kak nomkHo MOnNUTbLCA B LiepKBU

Copies of The Prayer of St. Ephraim the Syrian, The Creeds, The Jesus Prayer are also
available.

New booklets in Russian and English:

. The Sacrament of Holy Unction

. PASCHAL HOURS

. Guidelines for Proper Conduct in Church ( by Archbishop Vitaly (Maximenko, +1960)

More booklets for each of the Sacraments will be available soon.
LAST MONTH’S BULLETIN
-4 . If you haven't yet picked up last Month’s bulletin, it is available at the candle-stand in

gL the church, or it can be requested by e-mail from the senior sister Ekaterina
(marinova@bcm.tmc.edu).

HOSPITAL/NURSING HOME VISITS

and would like a visit, please contact Father Lubomir at (281) - 580 — 4374 to set up

Q‘ If you or your loved one are not able to come to Church to receive Holy Communion
an appointment.

SUNDAY SCHOOL

Sunday 55}.9__»_\[ TIME-SCHEDULE

ol
-‘F?..,,_‘)L
#=9 The Spring Semester time-schedule and the syllabus for Catechesis classes in the
Sunday School are available upon request. Please, contact the Senior Sister

Ekaterina. (marinova@bcm.tmc.edu, 713-790-1336)
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Now we offer to the students Russian Orthodox movies for The Old and New Testaments lessons.
Please, encourage your children to attend regularly in Sunday school classes!

Many thanks
To our great teacher Mrs. Hritonenko for her excellent mathematics lessons!

E-MAIL LIST

If you would like to be added to the sisterhood e-mail distribution list, please send your e-
mail to marinova@bcm.tmc.edu or call me at 713-790-1336.
6 If you would like to post a notice of your Wedding, Baptism, or if you have any other
good news for the Church Bulletin, please e-mail your request to
marinova@bcm.tmc.edu or call me at 713-790-1336

TO SUBMIT ENTRIES FOR THE CHURCH BULLETIN

All parishioners are asked, (if you have desire for), to submit entries (news,
articles, announcements, etc... in English or Russian) for our Church bulletin as
early in the month as possible, and no later than the 15th, each month (so your
material could be included the very next issue). If at all possible, please submit
your material by e-mail to Editor Ekaterina Marinova (senior sister) at
marinova@bcm.tmc.edu. Entries also can be dropped off in the church, during scheduled services.

| encourage all of you, please make an effort to participate and contribute to our future newsletters.

IF YOU ARE HOSPITALIZED

Please be sure to let your reverend Fr. Lubomir know. Even if you do not want a
visit, prayers (private and/or communal) should be offered on your behalf. Your
priest is not clairvoyant and will not know that you are in the hospital unless you tell

. him. When you check into the hospital, be sure to put yourself in the hands of the
Divine Physician as well as an earthly one!

IF YOU ARE TRAVELING

If you are traveling and would like prayers offered on your behalf, please let the
reverend know. Every time we begin a trip, no matter how short, we should begin
with prayer and the sign of the Cross. But before embarking upon a lengthy journey,
such as requires us to travel by air or sea, we do well to ask for a special blessing.
Such a blessing can be received following the Divine Liturgy on the Sunday before
traveling or at any other requested time.

INFORMATION DIRECTORY

We are currently updating the Parish List and Information Directory, so, please give
your info to our Treasurer Lydia Krawtzova lydia.krawtzowa@windstream.net

or leave your up-to-date info at the candle stand when you next visit the Church.
Thank you very much for your consideration!



http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://farm4.static.flickr.com/3170/3033115668_1ea7e69879.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.flickr.com/photos/penmachine/3033115668/&usg=__2s7nlieiFMh83dWC_6apaAJCox8=&h=300&w=282&sz=27&hl=en&start=21&um=1&tbnid=ZIvo22wCV5K2wM:&tbnh=116&tbnw=109&prev=/images%3Fq%3DEmail%2Blist%2Bclip%2Bart%26ndsp%3D20%26hl%3Den%26safe%3Dactive%26rlz%3D1T4ADBR_enUS287US287%26sa%3DN%26start%3D20%26um%3D1
http://www.fsaa.com/web directory clip art.JPG
mailto:lydia.krawtzowa@windstream.net

Collecting Coins to support our parish life

Please remember to keep filling your coin jars. If each of us filled the jar with pennies,
nickels, dimes and quarters and donate them, think how we could surprisingly
support our parish life here at St. Vladimir Church. You might have already filled jars
and please bring them to the Church. If you have any further questions or would like
an empty coin jar please contact Ekaterina (marinova@bcm.tmc.edu) or Lydia
(lydia.krawtzowa@windstream.net).
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Posted by the Senior-Sister Ekaterina.
(Some sources for this issue have been used from the web)

Schedule of the services

HoBbin Ctunb / Ctapbin Ctune Anpenb 2009 Ha4yana cnyx6

Cyb66oTa 11/29
5:00 Beu. BpeHue
JlazapeBa cy66oT1a ( nocT-paspeLleHne Ha UKpY, BUHO U enen)

BepbHoe BockpeceHue 12/30
Bxoa NocnoaeHb Bo Mepycanum 9:30 yT. Yacobl u B. Illutyprusa
( nocT-paspelleHne Ha pbidy, BUHO U ernewn )

Benukun NMNoHegensHuk 13/31 ( cTporuii noct )

Benukun BTopHuk 14/1  ( cTporum nocr ) 5:00 Bey. CobopoBaHue!

Benukas Cpega 15/2 ( cTporui noct ) 5:00 Beu. AkadumcT KO CBATOMY MNpUYalLeHUIo

Benvkun YetBepr 16/3  ( cTporum noct ) 5:00 Bey. YteHue 12 EBaHrenunm,
YTpeHa Benukaro lNatka

Benukas NatHuua 17/4 ( cTtporuin NocT ) 3:00 gHA BeuyepHs ¢ BbIHOCOM [nawanuubl,
YTpeHs BenuKoro naTtka.

Benukas Cy66oTa 18/5 ( cTporun noct ) 9:30 yr. Yacbl u B. Ilutyprus
OcssiuweHue nacxanbHbix bpaweH 8 11:30 0Hs, 8 10:30 Hoyu, u 8 11:30 Houu!

9:30 Hou. WcnoBegb
11:15 Hou. lMacxanbHasa MonyHoLWwHMLA

BockpeceHue 19/6 12:00 MonHoub Havyano Macxwu !
CBeTnoe XpucrtoBo BockpeceHue MacxanbHas yTpeHs, Yacbl u Jlutyprusa
MocnogHa Macxal!l OcesiweHue nacxasbHbix bpaweH

8 1:30 ym. u nocne Jlumypauu & 3:00 ym.
Xpuctoc Bockpece - BonctuHy Bockpece !




New Style/ Old Style

APRIL 2009

Time and the Type o the Services

1129
(fast - caviar, wine and oil are allowed)

Saturday

Lazarus Saturday

5:00 p.m.

Vigil

Palm Sunday 12/30
(Fast - fish, wine and oil are allowed)
Entry of Our Lord into Jerusalem

9:30 a.m.

Hours and D. Liturgy

Great Monday 13/31  (strict fast)

Great Tuesday 14/1 (strict fast)

5: 00 p.m.

Holy Unction

Great Wednesday 152 (strict fast)

5:00 p.m.

Akathistos of the Holy Mysteries

Great Thursday 16/3 (strict fast)

9:30 a.m.
5:00 p.m.

Mystical Supper—D. Liturgy
Twelve Passion Gospels;
Matins of the Great Friday

Great Friday 1714 (strict fast)

3:00 p.m.

Vespers with bringing outof the
Winding Sheet

Great Saturday 18/5 (strict fast)

9:30 a.m.

9:30 p.m.

Hours & D. Liturgy of St. Basil the Great
Blessing of Paschal foods at 12:00 noon
next at 10:30 p.m. and at 11:15 p.m.

* Confessions heard

11:15 p.m. Paschal Nocturne

19/6

Sunday

Glorious Resurrection of Christ
CHRIST IS RISEN- INDEED HE IS RISEN!

12 a.m. PASCHA!

Paschal Matins and D. Liturgy
Blessing of Paschal foods at 1:30 a.m.
and after D. Liturgy at 3:30 a.m.




